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it has been decided to publish these appeals and pass them on to
local committees.
slum clearance
In view of the decline in the birth-rate and the need for a
fitter Britain, the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Minister
of Health have urged the necessity for improvement in housing
conditions. The Ministry of Health now publish figures show-
ing the progress of slum clearance in September. Areas com-
prising 2,710 houses, with displacement of 9,338 persons, have
been dealt with. When the campaign was started, it involved
the investigations into the conditions of nine million houses out
of the total of between eleven and twelve million houses in the
country.
marshal de bono's book on the abyssinian war
Marshal de Bono, who commanded the Italian forces in
Abyssinia at the beginning of the campaign, has published his
account of the preparation and first operations. He writes that
in 1933 Signor Mussolini privately designated him as the future
Commander-in-Chief, and concluded that the solution of the
Abyssinian question could not be postponed beyond 1936.
In 1934 plans were already being made. From this time on-
wards General de Bono began to pay attention to improving the
road between Massawa and Asmara, and comments on the
difficulty of carrying out this and other preparatory works in
such a manner that Abyssinian suspicions were not aroused.
Saturday 10	the king
It is announced that the King will visit the Special Areas in
South Wales next month. The news is received locally with
great pleasure—the more so as it was unexpected—and grati-
fication is expressed that he can find time to make another
personal visit to this corner of his kingdom.
larger italian armaments
Signor Mussolini announced to his Cabinet the extreme
urgency of rearmament. He said that the General Commissioner
for War Supplies controls 1,500 factories for military purposes.
Certain of these are authorised to raise the working week to
sixty hours. The personnel of the Navy is to be raised to an
average of 60,000 men. The whole military preparation of the
nation is being intensified, with the best results. The Press
insist that Italy excludes any aggressive plans. Suspicion is
spreading that the Spanish situation is viewed in Rome more
seriously than is admitted.
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